10 Steps to Reading a Poem: A Guide to Annotations
	1. TITLE
	Before reading the poem: What does it mean literally? What does it suggest the speaker will discuss?

	2. PARAPHRASE

THE LITERAL FOR SUBJECT
	Break down the poem into complete ideas by punctuation marks. How do the ideas build upon one another? What is the main subject(s) of the poem?


	3. WHAT’S WEIRD?
	Identify words/phrases that don’t make sense, seem strange, or you don’t understand—even if you understand it literally. Write your question or make a note and come back to it later.



	***4. ANNOTATE STYLE
	Identify key words and images. Try to explain the effect each word/phrase creates. Look for figurative language, devices of sound, heavily connoted words.



	5. PATTERNS
	Look at your annotations. Are there patterns of similar words/phrases? Look for repetition, contrast, and progression.



	6. STRUCTURE
	Are the stanzas structured the same? Are they imbalanced? What about the lines? Do the stanzas contribute to your understanding of the poem?



	7. SPEAKER & TONE
	What do you know about the speaker? Who is he/she? Is she strange in any way? What is his worldview? His attitude towards his subject?



	8. REPRISE: WHAT’S WEIRD & TITLE
	Are parts still weird? Can you make sense of them now?
How does the title relate to the poem? Does it go beyond the literal?


	9. WHAT DOES THE POEM COMMUNICATE BEYOND THE LITERAL?
	Theme! What does this speaker communicate to you? What does it state about the subject he/she is exploring? How does this relate to the world outside of the poem?


	10. HOW DOES THE POEM COMMUNICATE BEYOND THE LITERAL?
	How do choices in language, detail, imagery, structure, sound, tell us what the speaker wants to communicate?  Review your annotation for key aspects of language and structure that communicate ideas beyond the literal. Can you group some that work together that develop the same idea?


