ISB/Grade 10 English
         2nd Quarter Book Response

    Ms. Z
Task:  Book Review
A book review is NOT a book report. A book report is a simple summary of a book. A book review, however, is more complicated and demanding. The most important element about a book review is that it is a commentary, not merely a summary. Reviewers report on the content and evaluate the book, discussing matters such as the author’s use of literary elements and style, evidence, conclusions, and organization. Thus, in writing a review, you combine the skills of describing what is on the page, evaluating how the book tried to achieve its purpose and expressing your own reactions about its quality and significance. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA: 

Criterion C – Producing Text: 
i.  produce texts that demonstrate insight, imagination and sensitivity while exploring and reflecting critically on new perspectives and ideas arising from personal engagement with the creative process 
ii.  make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary & visual devices, demonstrating awareness of impact on audience  
iii.  select relevant details and examples to develop ideas. 
This means: Your review should demonstrate a clear understanding of the book’s literary elements and book as well as its theme(s) or central idea(s).  Make sure you include specifics from the book to support your answers, and to - most importantly - show readers your insights about the book (your conclusions and new perspectives gained from an evaluation of the book’s ideas).
Write a cohesive response, using the following to guide your structure/paragraphs: 
INTRODUCTION (1 paragraph)
a.  Most reviews start off with a lead paragraph that includes all the bibliographic information about the book, including the title, author, year of publication, and place/context.
b.  Identify the genre of the book and give a brief overview of its content/subject/storyline.   
c.  Identify the author with any important information about him/her: What is his/her area of 
   expertise? Has he/she written any other books? Key context that affects his/her writing?
Key elements for Introduction: 
a) Catchy first sentence, b) Book title, c) Author’s name, d) Context – place/time of publication, e) Description of book’s content 
BODY (3-5 paragraphs)
What is the author’s viewpoint and/or purpose? 
What kind of evidence does the author use to prove his or her points? 

a. Present the book’s theme/message (fiction) or thesis/purpose for writing the book (non-fiction).  

b. Summarize the most important evidence the author gives to support his/her major theme or thesis. For example, you might choose 2-4 specific scenes, chapters, conflicts, etc. to discuss your chosen theme or thesis.  
· It is not necessary to write about everything the author mentions in the book. Instead, try to
highlight the major points. You should quote some of the author’s words, but avoid long quoted passages. Most of the review should be in your own words. 
What is your reaction to the book? 
The heart of the book review will be your evaluation of the book and your insights. Here you will provide a judgment of the book’s ideas, strengths, and weaknesses. It is important that in addition to stating whether or not you liked the book, that you discuss why you like or disliked it. It is not enough to say, “This book is interesting”: you need to explain why it is interesting. To explain your reaction to the book, try answering some of the questions below to help guide your evaluation. YOU NEED EVIDENCE (quotations) THROUGHOUT THE REVIEW!
o Has the author achieved the purpose for writing the book? 

o Has the book challenged you to think more about the subject, increased your knowledge,

     raised new questions? Were any previous ideas you had on this subject changed? 

o Was anything left out of the book? 

o What specific points are not convincing? 

o What specifically did you like/dislike (characters/characterization, conflicts, style)? Why? 

o Would you recommend this book to others and/or will you remember this book in 5 years? 

· You may use first person throughout the body and use personal experiences to support your conclusions and ideas about the book

Key Elements for the BODY of the Review: 
a) Central argument (theme or thesis from the book), b) Elements of Literature,                 c) Opinions, d) Evidence, e) Evaluation & Insights
CONCLUSION (1 paragraph)

As with any conclusion, this is the part where most of the important information has already been laid out and all that remains is reinforcing your opinions by finding a way to draw them together in order to make a recommendation for other potential readers.

In your closing remark, you can draw on the universal themes as presented in the book, make some last jab at the book’s clichés, reflect on insights gained from an unexpected subject matter; whatever it is, make it count!

Key Elements for the CONCLUSION:

a) Reinforcing opinions, b) Closing remark

WORD LENGTH: 800 - 1000 words     


to be SUBMITTED ON TURN IT IN
Happy reading & writing!

N.B.: This task, as all tasks, is subject to the ISB Academic Honesty Policy. 
Make sure work is original, and any sources used are cited properly using MLA format.

