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ISB – IB DP Language A: Self –Taught Literature  

Supervisor:  Ms. Zarzycka
azarzycka@isb.rs
Introduction:
IB English A1 (Standard Level) focuses on literature and how our lives are enriched by it. It is a continuation of the MYP Language A curriculum, which aims to instill in students the artistic nature of literature, the craftsmanship of authors, and above all, a love for reading.  In this light, students will continue to engage in literature analysis, informed and sensitive literature response, and the investigation of literature as representations of various ages and cultures.  What differentiates IB Language A1 Standard Level is the inherent rigor of a pre-university course. The IB Language A1 programme will continue to require students to communicate in a clear, concise, and effective manner, with appropriate register.  Students are required to work independently, and with confidence.  

The ISB Language A1 Self-Taught Course: 
The School Supported Self-Taught A1 course requires the collaboration of students, parents, tutors, the DP Coordinator, and the supervisor.  Schools Supported Self-Taught students follow the same program as other A1 language students.  The difference is the need for a tutor, and the inherent independent nature of a “self-taught” course. Students are required to meet or check in with Ms. Zarzycka one to two class periods per rotation, and study independently for the remaining lessons in the 6 day rotation.   They are provided with guidance regarding text choices, course expectations, and are assessed by their tutors based on the IB established criterion.  Students will be awarded a grade of  PASS or FAIL as determined by the supervisor, taking into account the tutor recommendation; as well as, completion of assignments and positive participation; all final grades for the course will be established through external assessments given in the spring of G12.
Course Texts:
Students, with the assistance of both their tutors and their parents, make selections from the PLT (Prescribed Literature in Translation) and the PLA (Prescribed List of Authors). It is the responsibility of the students, tutors, and parents to ensure that the selected reading list follow the guidelines set by the IB.  The supervisor and DP Coordinator will assist in this process.  Parents are required to obtain these works.

Syllabus Detail:   This is a two year course that covers 10 works in four parts: 
Part I:  Works in Translation




                  2 texts (PLT)

Part II:  Detailed Study





      2 texts (PLA)

Part III:  Literary Genre





      3 texts (PLA)

Part IV: Option 1 






      3 texts (PLA)

The study of prose other than fiction. 
Course Requirements:  
Students study 10 works at SL.  There are two book lists that must be used in conjunction with this guide. 

Prescribed literature in translation (PLT)—there is one PLT list for all language A courses, and students/tutors
select works for study from the list.

Prescribed list of authors (PLA)—each language A that has been authorized for study and listed in the

Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme has its own PLA, and teachers select works for study

from the authors listed. Where students are studying a special request language, the school is responsible

for providing an appropriate list of works.

Authors and works

Authors must not be repeated within any part of the syllabus but the same author may be studied in two

different parts of the syllabus.

Note: No work may be repeated anywhere in the syllabus.

Literary genres

Each PLA includes four or five literary genres. At SL three of the genres represented on the PLA must be

selected for the study of works in the target language. 

Period

Each PLA contains different periods. The language A: literature syllabus as a whole must include works

from at least three different periods. “Periods” may refer to classification such as centuries, and literary or

historical movements.

Place

Where relevant to the language, PLAs indicate the place(s) with which the author is closely associated.

Where between two and five places are specified, the teacher must choose works by authors from at least

two different places. Where more than five places are specified, the teacher must choose works by authors from at least three different places as listed in the PLA

Assessment Component Weighting
External assessment (3 hours) 






70%

Exam/Paper 1: Unseen Passage

Guided literary analysis (1 hour 30 minutes)  -  20 marks




20%

The paper consists of two passages: one prose and one poetry.

Students choose one and write a guided literary analysis in response to two questions.

Exam/Paper 2: PART III

Essay (1 hour 30 minutes) – 25 marks






25%

The paper consists of three questions for each literary genre.

In response to one question students write an essay based on at least two works studied

in part 3. 

Written assignment:  PART I –  25 marks






25%
Students submit a reflective statement and literary essay on one work studied in part 1.

The reflective statement must be 300–400 words in length.

The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length.

This should be completed in the first year of study and revisions can be made before sending it 

In February of G12. 

Alternative oral examination







30%

This component consists of two compulsory oral activities that are externally assessed by

the IB.  These will be recorded at ISB in March/April of G12. 
Section 1: PART II   Individual oral commentary (10 minutes) – 30 marks



15%

Students present a formal oral commentary on an extract from a work studied in part 2.
The questions are given beforehand, allowing students to prepare for the exam.  Bullet

point notes can be used during the recording session. 

Section 2:  PART IV   Individual oral presentation (10 minutes) -  30 marks


15%

Students make a presentation based on two works studied in part 4. The student chooses 

a topic and prepares a presentation; bullet point notes can be used during the recording session. 
	Responsibilities:
For success in the ST program, at ISB, the following responsibilities must be met by all parties indicated with a √.
	Student
	Parent/Guardian
	Tutor
	Supervisor
	DP Coordinator

	Attend ST/ Supervisor meeting once/twice per six day rotation
	· 
	
	
	· 
	

	Work independently during the unsupervised time within the  six day rotation 
	· 
	
	
	
	

	Secure a Tutor
(Must be available via email to communicate with Supervisor and DP Coordinator)
	· 
	· 
	
	
	

	Provide students/ parents/ guardians and tutors with an overview of the ST A1 program, PLT, and PLA
	
	
	
	· 
	

	Create a reading list of 10 works corresponding to the Parts 1, 2, 3 and 4, from the PLT and PLA according to the guidelines outlined by the IB
(Assisted by Supervisor and DP Coordinator)  
	· 
	· 
	· 
	
	

	Set learning objectives and create assignments to meet these objectives     (Based on A1 required tasks and rubrics)
	
	
	· 
	· 
	

	Ensure that students have access to the works chosen 

(ISB will refund the cost of the books upon the receipt of payment – this should be submitted to Mrs. Eller)
	· 
	· 
	
	
	

	Assess students ability to communicate effectively both orally and in written form in their ST language
	
	
	· 
	
	

	Read the works chosen and engage in literature analysis with students verbally, or via email
	· 
	
	· 
	
	

	Ensure that the candidate has access to, and is familiar with the assessment criteria for all assessed components
	
	
	
	· 
	


Language A1 Self-Taught: Signature Form
International School of Belgrade 


Ms. Zarzycka 



azarzycka@isb.rs
Please sign below indicating that both parent/guardian, student, and tutor have read and understand the guidelines for this course. 

Student Name (please print): __________________________________________________

Student Signature: 



Student Email:


________________________________

________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (please print): ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: 


Parent/Guardian Email:

________________________________

________________________________
Tutor Name (please print): ____________________________________________________

Tutor Signature: 




Tutor Email:


________________________________

________________________________

PLEASE SUBMIT TO MS. ZARZYCKA ASAP
2016 Exam                           
      Self-Taught Language A1 Programme 
 International School of Belgrade 
Student: __________________________________

Language: ___________________________
Part 1:  Works in Translation
    




Total #of Works: 2
Assessment:
Assignment 1 Comparative Study 


            25%

Students submit a reflective statement and literary essay on one work studied.
The reflective statement must be 300–400 words in length.

The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length.
1.

2.

Part 2:  Detailed Study






  Total #of Works: 2
Assessment:
Individual Oral Commentary (duration:  10 - 15 minutes)

             15%
Assessed in section 1 of the alternative oral examination. The task is a formal oral

commentary that is based on one of the two works studied. Each work is a different literary genre and is chosen from the PLA for the relevant language.
1.

2.
Part 3:  Literary Genres






   Total #of Works: 3
Assessment:
Paper 2: External examination (duration:  1.5 hours)

         
             25%
The paper consists of three questions for each literary genre.

In response to one question students write an essay based on at least two works studied in part 3. 
1.

2.

3.
Part 4:  Options







    Total #of Works: 3
Assessment:
Oral Component:  Prepared Oral Presentation 

  
              15%


Assessed in section 2 of the alternative oral examination. The task is an oral 
presentation that is based on two of the three works studied for this section. Self-
taught students must choose their works from the PLA for their language and from 
the PLT when a world literature work is being studied.
1.

2.

3.
*Assessment:
Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (1 hour 30 minutes)

              20%
The paper consists of two passages: one prose and one poetry.

Students choose one and write a guided literary analysis in response to two questions.
EXCELLENCE
OPEN-MINDEDNESS
GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY



