“The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan Poe
        Allegory: 

a story, poem, or picture which contains a set of symbols used to convey a message, 
typically about life, morality, society, or politics.

Journal:

How much control do you think you have over the events in your life?  Explain.

What is the best way to deal with a problem?

Is ignorance really bliss? Why or why not?

What are your responsibilities to yourself? To others?
Literary Elements: 

Take notes on the following, using examples.

	CHARACTERS


	SETTING

	CONFLICT


	PLOT

	TONE
	MOOD




Analysis Questions:

Answer in full sentences, USING & CITING QUOTATIONS from the story.
1.) What is the Red Death?  Explain how it affects its victims, using support from the story.

2.) How does Prince Prospero react to the fact that half of his country’s people have been killed by the Red Death? Describe what he does, using specific imagery and phrasing used in the story.
3.) “The external world could take care of itself” (Poe 1). Who is “external” in this story? What do Prospero’s actions show about him as a ruler and his society?

4.) How is the ball described?  What diction and imagery does Poe use to describe the ball and the guests? How do the images created juxtapose with what is happening outside?
5.) Discuss the significance regarding the colors of the rooms, and the direction in which the rooms are built. Consider the symbolic properties of these colors and directions. 
6.) Describe the clock that stands in the seventh room.  Where does it stand? What does it look and sound like? What happens each time the clock chimes? Why? What might this signify?
7.) What happens to the clock at the end of the story? How is this symbolic?

8.) Who is the “midnight guest”? How is the guest described? 

9.) How does Prince Prospero react to the midnight guest?  Why? What happens to the prince?  To his guests? To the clock? 
10.) The Red Death “had come like a thief in the night” and “held illimitable dominion over all (Poe 4) What poetic devices are used in these quotations? Explain how the use of figurative language helps convey Poe’s allegorical ideas.
THEMES:
What messages might Poe be conveying about:

Life:

Death:

Class/Inequality:

Ignorance:

Knowledge/Awareness:

Compassion:

Modern-day links:

Choose one of the themes you came up with, and consider how you can link it to an issue you see in modern society today. 
How do we or how could we still benefit from considering this lesson/theme?    
